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How An Appeal Works

Our regulations state the rules the Appeals Council applies to decide when and how to review
a case. These rules appear in the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 20, Chapter III,
Part 416, Subpart N.

If you file an appeal, the Council will consider all of my decision, even the parts with which
you agree. The Council may review your case for any reason. It will review your case if one
of the reasons for review listed in our regulations exists. Section 416.1470 of the regulations
lists these reasons.

Requesting review places the entire record of your case before the Council. Review can
make any part of my decision fully or partially favorable or unfavorable to you.

On review, the Council may itself consider the issues and decide your case. The Council
may also send it back to an Administrative Law Judge for a new decision.

The Appeals Council May Review The Decision On Its Own

The Appeals Council can review my decision even without your request to do so. If it
decides to do that, the Council will mail you a notice about its review within 60 days from
the date of this notice.

IfNo Appeal And No Appeals Council Review

If you do not appeal and the Council does not review my decision on its own motion, you
will not have a right to court review. My decision will be a final decision that can be
changed only under special rules.

New Application

You have the right to file a new application at any time, but filing a new application is not the
same as appealing this decision. If you disagree with my decision and you file a new
application instead of appealing, you might lose some benefits, or not qualify for any
benefits. My decision could also be used to deny a new application for insurance benefits, if
the facts and issues are the same. So, if you disagree with this decision, you should file an
appeal within 60 days.
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IfYou Have Any Questions

If you have any questions, you may call, write or visit any Social Security office. If you visit
an office, please bring this notice and decision with you. The telephone number of the local
office that serves your area is (719)545-9248. Its address is Social Security, 201 W 8th St,
Suite 700 7th Floor, Pueblo, CO 81003.

James M. Mitchell
Administrative Law Judge


